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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Local hospitals lack beds for pandemic 


WORST-CASE SCENARIO: Harvard study says 
capacity should quadruple for patient surge 


By Stephanie Lamm 
and Todd Ackerman 
STAFF WRITERS 


Houston-area hospitals would 
not have enough resources to re- 
spond to a widespread outbreak of 


the coronavirus unless they take 
strong action to significantly in- 
crease capacity, according to new 
calculations released by Harvard 
University. 

Even in the most conservative of 
three outbreak scenarios that it 


created, the Harvard Global 
Health Initiative found that Hous- 
ton-area hospitals would lack the 
necessary beds to care for all pa- 
tients in need of hospitalization. In 
a worst-case scenario, it would 
need four times the number cur- 
rently available in the region. 

In the middle scenario — if 40 
percent of adults contract the virus 
over a 12-month period and a fifth 


of them require hospitalization — 
more than 430,000 people would 
be hospitalized in that time. That 
would require 14,300 beds on an 
average day, nearly three times the 
estimated number currently avail- 
able in Houston. 

“We simply do not have enough 
hospital capacity to assume all of 
those people,” Harris County 
Judge Lina Hidalgo said last week, 


assuming 30 percent of county res- 
idents were to become sick at the 
same time. “We can’t afford to 
have a sudden spike in cases.” 
The Harvard initiative data, tak- 
en from what’s known as a model- 
ing exercise, don’t constitute pre- 
dictions so much as they provide 
scenarios that hospital and policy- 
makers can take into account in 
Hospitals continues on A7 


As fears abound, residents 
show their best in a bad situation 


ACTS OF KINDNESS: Music, donations and treasure hunts bring smiles in face of quarantines 


By Robert Downen 
STAFF WRITER 


The quarantine flash mob be- 
gan in D Major. 

The song was meant to be sim- 
ple, something that every ama- 
teur musician could play along to: 
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.” 

On Tuesday morning, more 
than 100 local schoolchildren 
took to the lawns of their south- 
west Houston neighborhood, 
their cellos and violas echoing 
across a street that was otherwise 
empty amid a global pandemic. 

A lawn crew stopped to listen. A 
few parents shed tears. The kids 
played with wide smiles, knowing 
this would be among the handful 
of times they’d have to perform 
with their longtime friends and 
classmates. 

“They needed it,” said Lisa Vos- 
doganes, the Parker Elementary 

Kindness continues on A7 


Area counties with coronavirus cases 


Montgomery 7 


Harris 28 
Fort Bend 12 
Galveston 4 


Brazoria 4 


Matagorda 3 


7931020 


Sources: Houston, Harris, Fort Bend, Brazoria, 
Montgomery and Galveston County health agencies graphic 


More inside 


Staff 


» What to know about COVID-19. Page A2 


» UT study says spread possible without symptoms. Page A3 
» Houston liquor stores see spike amid bar bans. Page B1 


For the latest updates, go to 
houstonchronicle.com/coronavirus 


Mark Mulligan / Staff photographer 
The Yun family joins dozens of Parker Elementary students in a pop-up concert held on front lawns in Westbury. 


Coronavirus 
ata glance 


210,247 


Confirmed cases worldwide 


0,786 


Confirmed cases in U.S. 


200* 


Confirmed cases in Texas 


8,784 


Deaths worldwide 


118 


Deaths in U.S. 


3 


Deaths in Texas 


*]] additional cases were repatriat- 
ed to Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland 


Source: WHO, CDC 


State’s COVID-19 cases 
jump as testing expands 


Wednesday marks largest single-day increase 


By Dylan McGuinness 
STAFF WRITER 


The number of confirmed CO- 
VID-19 cases in Texas shot up dra- 
matically Wednesday, the largest 
single-day increase as enhanced 
testing capacity begins to provide 
a fuller picture of the new corona- 
virus’ reach here. 

The number of cases statewide 


climbed to 200 Wednesday eve- 
ning, including 55 in the Houston 
region. 

COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the virus, also was tied to an- 
other Texan’s death, the third in 
the state. 

The 64-year-old Plano man had 
“an underlying medical condi- 
tion,” according to Collin County 

Testing continues on A7 


Setup of a drive-thru testing center is underway in the 
parking lot of Butler Stadium in southwest Houston. 
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Trump 
approves 
$1O0B aid 


package 


Relief measure 
includes free testing 
and paid sick leave 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON - Free corona- 
virus testing is coming to Texas, 
along with a big boost in Medic- 
aid funding, unemployment in- 
surance for those without work 
during the pandemic and paid 
sick leave for up to 3 million Tex- 
ans. 

President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday signed a $104 billion 
relief package aimed at curbing 
the spread of the virus and slow- 
ing its havoc on the economy af- 
ter it easily cleared the Senate on 
a 90-8 vote. The House of Repre- 
sentatives passed the measure 
over the weekend. Both Texas 
senators and all but six members 
of Congress from Texas — all Re- 
publicans — voted for the legisla- 
tion, which was the result of 
lengthy negotiations between 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
the White House. 

While lawmakers say the aid is 

Relief continues on A6 


Atomic 
bomb’ hits 
battered 
oil sector 


Houston to feel brunt 
as prices crash to 
lowest since 2002 


By Paul Takahashi, Sergio 
Chapa and Erin Douglas 
STAFF WRITERS 


Oil prices collapsed Wednes- 
day to the lowest in nearly two de- 
cades as Saudi Arabia moved to 
further increase production amid 
a crash in global energy demand, 
raising the specter of bankrupt- 
cies and layoffs across Houston’s 
most important industry. 

With the spreading coronavi- 
rus pandemic bringing economic 
activity to a crawl, crude plunged 
24 percent, or more than $6.50 a 
barrel, to settle in New York at 
$20.37 per barrel. It was the low- 
est settlement price since Feb. 
2002, and far lower than the bot- 
tom of the last bust — considered 
the worst in a generation — when 
it hit $26.21 a barrel in February 
2016. 

“What we are seeing here is es- 
sentially the atomic bomb equiv- 
alent in the oil markets,” said Lou- 

Oil continues on A6 
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